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The Yamahoko Floats of Kameoka Festival
A Quiet Burning Passion of the Townspeople

The Gion Festival of Tamba

The Yamahoko floats of Kameoka Festival have been designated as both an
“Intangible Folk Cultural Property registered by Kyoto Prefecture” and an “Intangible
Folk Cultural Property designated by Kameoka City”.

An autumn festival of the Kuwayama Shrine (Kamiyada-cho), a series of processions
take place throughout the Old Castle Town district.

A couple highlights of the festival include: viewing the Yamahoko floats lit up ;
by paper lanterns during Yoiyoi-Yama (October 23rd) and Yoimiya (24th), and the
Yamahoko Parade that takes place during the Main Festival (25th).

There are 11 Yamahoko floats in total that have been preserved and inherited
throughout the years. The Yamahoko floats that we see today are estimated to have )

been constructed after the mid-18th century. It’s said that thanks to the financial

support of local volunteers, the festival has been able to keep up with the times;

continuing to be passed down to the present day.
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Kesohin, the Treasures of Kameoka Festival

Alongside the succession of the Hayashi musical techniques, an invaluable part of
the festival is the preservation of the Kesohin. The colorful, luxurious, and gorgeous
Kesohin that adorn the Yamahoko each hold significant historical and artistic value.
Notably, these tapestries that cover the Yamahoko floats vary from: Japanese Nishijin
silk fabric, to pieces originating from China, Korea, and even Scandinavia.

A sense of elegance can also be found in the elaborate craftsmanship visible
throughout the various metal fittings and tassels.

Restoration of the Nambayama Yamahoko float’s “Koshi Kanbakuzu Shisha”
tapestry took place during this past year, with the restoration process being validated
on September 16th at an embroidery studio in Kyoto city. The piece was made in
Kansei 11 (1799) and has decorated its Yamahoko float for more than 200 years. Over

the years many restorations have taken place. These masterpieces have been passed

down with care, and are considered to be extremely valuable not just in Kameoka, but

all over Japan.




