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: | ““World-Class Environmentally|6dvanced|City’” \f 4

Source : Kirari v Kameoka #681 (Jan 2020)

Submitting a Request to Minister of the Environment KOIZUMI Shinjiro

As the earth’s environmental situation becomes ever direr with each passing year, the foundations for our survival be-
come an even greater issue. Global-scale issues such as global warming and plastic pollution in the oceans pose to have a ﬁ
great impact on the listyle of citizens and the economic system. While giving forethought to these issues, it is necessary that :
we seek to effectively decrease the burden that we impose on the environment.

Amidst these issues, Kameoka’s “Zero Plastic Waste Declaration” has been garnering attention from not only all over Japan, but from all
around the world. Yet, the declaration’s significance can still be further recognized. Furthermore, increasing and widening these goals is
of the utmost importance. From such a thought, on October 13" of last year Mayor Katsuragawa visited the Ministry of the Environment
where he submitted a request to Environment Minister Shinjiro Koizumi. Kameoka has the goal of becoming a city with zero single-use
plastic waste by 2030. In order to achieve this goal Kameoka hopes to make other inland city governments acknowledge its environmental
movement, and in turn receive their support in promoting large-scale environmental preservation.

There have also been a few different proposals for concrete policies which include: plans to implement a federal PET bottle deposit system
as a way to reduce plastic waste, a country-wide promotion of environmental education in elementary and junior high schools, as well as
creating platforms for municipal environmental policy and corporate operation networking.

Announcing the Environmentally Advanced City’s Initiatives to the World

Mayor Katsuragawa spoke to Minister Koizumi outlining policies and the cooperative projects of Kameoka’s citizens which make up the
“Zero Plastic Waste Declaration”. Mayor Katsuragawa gave his thoughts on the current situation within the city. “From August 20" 2019 a
fee will be implemented for plastic bags given out at stores”, “We are aiming to become the first city in the country to introduce a by-law
that would ban the distribution of these plastic bags”, “The manufacturing of a trade block that circulates regional resources is vital to the
development of a city that is kind towards the environment.” Mayor Katsuragawa also told Minister
Koizumi that “In collaboration with “Kameoka KIRI Art Cultivation” (a collaboration of two special
characteristics of Kameoka: art and fog), the eco bag creation project “KAMEOKA FLYBAG Project”
had received over twice of its original crowdfunding goal, resulting in a funding of ¥ 20,000,000

(5185,720.00USD). “Along with Kameoka being rebranded this movement, | hope to improve sus-

tainability and revitalize the city from here on out.”. After hearing Mayor Katsuragawa’s explana-
tion, Minister Koizumi exclaimed his interest for the “Kameoka Zero Plastic Waste Declaration” projects: “While attempting to increase
the nation-wide plastic waste reduction rate, seeing a city not connected to the ocean such as Kameoka take this kind of action is a strong
driving-factor for a nation-wide plastic bag fee. Moreover, | believe that the stylish and full of charm ‘KAMEOKA FLYBAG Project’ eco bag is a
forward-thinking project that conveys environmental concern. When | was involved in the COP 25 (UN Climate Change Conference) in Spain
of December (2019), | wanted to emphasize the bold plastic waste reduction effort of banning plastic grocery bags that a certain municipal-
ity was doing”, said the Minister.
Looking Towards the Future as an Environmentally Advanced City

To wrap up the conversation, Mayor Katsuragawa enthusiastically told Minister Koizumi that “The city’s policies are not just limited to
reducing plastic waste. Regional energy supply & usage, conservation of the Ayumodoki, development of green infrastructure, and cultiva-
tion of organic produce are just a few of the many ways that Kameoka is moving forward. | feel that it is important to have these kinds of
projects begin in a small municipality like Kameoka. Since it will be the first time that plastic bags are banned within the country there will
be many challenges, but if we can open this door, it will pave the way for a second, and even a third municipality to follow suit.
Because it will be a challenge, | believe that we can aim to make the true intention of the ‘World-Class Environmentally Advanced City’ a
reality.” Said Mayor Katsuragawa. “l want to support such a goal” Minister Koizumi responded, sharing Mayor Katsuragawa’s thoughts of
the future. On the next day of November 14", the Minister Koizumi introduced to the House of Councilors Environmental Council Kameoka
City’s plastic bag elimination policy and plastic waste control through water cooler installation. In a country that continues to evaluate these
environmental issues, having these projects come from a small municipality such as Kameoka holds great significance.

It is of course important for countries and municipalities to put policies in place, but in order to combat this global-scale issue, each of us
has to connect our awareness to our actions in everyday life. Furthermore, we must broaden such a practice. From this point onwards, Ka-

meoka’s challenge to become an environmentally advanced city is unfolding on the global stage. Let’s all work towards these goals together.
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Source : Kirari yr Kameoka #682 (Feb 2020)
The Unlimited Possibilities of Art

~ Kameoka KIRI Art Cultivation ~
]

On January 18" and 19" “Kameoka KIRI Art Cultivation: The Real
Kameoka” was held at Galleria Kameoka under the theme of ‘Fog’; a
unique seasonal aspect of Kameoka’s environment.

Art x Environment

A presentation on the newly created logo representing Kameoka’s envi-

ronmental awareness decorated the start of the event.
The logo’s final form was a product of ‘Plastics Smart Kameoka’, environ-
mental logo mark project focused meetings which saw around 100 par-
ticipants. The idea of a living city and living creatures coming together
gave way to the thought of “Living Together”, represented by the zero (0)
symbol.

The logo is set to become a representation of the “Environmental Ad-

",

vanced City Kameoka”’s environmental awareness promotion projects.

A symposium followed under the theme of “Art Raising the Future of
World-Class Environmentally Advanced City Kameoka” where the colorful
“KAMEOKA FLY BAG Project” eco bags were displayed and introduced.
Mayor Katsuragawa and a variety of other speakers took the podium and
discussed the possibilities of city development through environmental
and creative perspectives.

The first day ended with a gathering of artists showcasing their indi-
vidual practices from different regions around the country. Through this
gathering, guests were able to think about the ways in which art influ-
ences society.

Art x Agriculture x Food

The second day opened under the title of “Unraveling a New Future for
Kameoka through Sustainable Food and Agriculture”, featuring a sympo-
sium on agricultural perspectives. The symposium concluded with a panel
discussion where administrative, researcher and farmer perspectives
were given regarding a future where produce and agriculture is conduct-
ed in a way that is easy on the environment.

Art x Connection

Aside from the lectures, an exhibition was held featuring different
types of art strongly inspired by Kameoka; the pieces were also available
for purchase. A market as well as a plethora of other events gave guests
the opportunity to experience the meaning of “Create” and “Eat” through
an artistic perspective.

The “Living Vegetable Exhibition” was a display of the passion that farm-
> ers hold towards their crops. In the exhibition, vegeta-
bles were arranged like Ikebana (Japanese flower ar-
rangement), grabbing the interest of many attendees.

A workshop was also conducted where participants
got to create edible tableware, and even eat out of the
finished products. The event turned out to be a very

lively couple of days.
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Source : Kirari yr Kameoka #683 (Mar 2020)

Araga Ryutaro,
Qualified for the Tokyo 2020 Qlympics!!
]

Karate’s top athlete Araga Ryutaro recently achieved a victory
at the Tokyo 2019 “Karate 1 Premier League” tournament. Origi-
nally from and currently residing in Kameoka city, Araga Ryutaro
has been flourishing on the world stage. Along with all of his suc-
cesses, anticipation for his Tokyo Olympic debut has been growing
throughout all of Japan.

During the January 24"™~26" Premier League Paris tournament,
Araga faced off against a Turkish athlete in the Men’s -84kg semi-
finals. Ultimately, it ended with Araga earning himself a place in
the finals. Tokyo 2020 will be the first time that Karate is repre-
sented in the Olympics. Along with the change, Araga has secured
his spot as the men’s +75kg Japan reprisentative.

The Olympic athlete screening process consists of athletes col-
lecting points through placements at different tournaments; their
final score determining qualification. The criteria placed by the
Japan Karate Federation is that: by the end of the Premier League
tournaments, if Japan’s 1* place athlete has a 2000 point or more
lead over the 2™ place athlete, they are to qualify for the Olym-
pics. Through advancing to the finals of the Paris tournament,
Araga fulfilled the qualification conditions; earning himself a place
in the 2020 Tokyo Olympics.

Kumite usually consists of 5 male and 5 female weight class
groups, but for the Olympics, the 5 weight classes will be com-
bined into 3, resulting in the Men’s -84kg and +84kg becoming the
Men’s +75kg. It will be the first time that the weight classes are
combined, and with the change, there has been much observation

and interest from

@ CERS 0
across the globe. 7" ikkoman” | @ JAL |}
With everyone in qg Kikkomadi @ kikkoael
Kameoka focused on ™=
® 3
this coming summer, '*% AL ||
— e
let’s cheer on our ® /
1L |«

very own athlete,
Araga!

If you have an interest in his potential Olympic medal victory,
we recommend that you join Araga Ryutaro’s fan club. For more
detailed information, please contact the City’s Lifelong Sports Sec-

tion located on the 5" floor of City Hall at (Tel 25-5055).
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) One Step towards the Realization of a “World-Class
Environmentally Advanced City”
~ Enacting the “Kameoka Plastic Bag Supply Banh Related By-Law

In the March 2020 session of the 2019 Kameoka City Council Regular Meeting, the “Kameoka City Plastic Bag Provision Ban By-Law

Motion” was introduced. As a result of the meeting's deliberation, the City Council approved the motion on March 24th. Through the
December 2018 “Kameoka Zero Plastic Waste Declaration” and the implementation of a fee for plastic bags, Kameoka is moving towards
sustainable city development while aiming to make the “World-Class Environmentally Advanced City” a reality.
In the by-law, it states that as of January 1st 2021, all business within Kameoka involved in the sale of products will be prohibited from using
plastic bags regardless of circumstances.

Furthermore, the free distribution of paper and biodegradable bags will also be banned. As of June 1st 2021, in the event that a business
does not enter into this agreement, the business will be publicly announced.
With the “Kameoka Zero Plastic Waste Declaration” as the base for this principle, it will be the first step towards the goal of zero single-use
plastic waste by 2030.
In July of this year, a plastic bag fee will become a mandated policy within the country, but this by-law is only the first step. It will be the first
time within the country that a provision banning the distribution of plastic bags will be legislated.

As we move forward with these projects, the understanding and cooperation of Kameoka’s citizens and businesses is of the utmost
importance.
As for concrete coordination in carrying out this by-law, supportive measures will be put in place for businesses.
Firstly is the usage of paper bags for a fee as an alternative to plastic bags. We would like to create an arrangement where many businesses
would 'Group-Buy' the bags, as well as introduce a financial support system as a way to reduce the burden placed upon businesses and
shoppers. Furthermore, along with installing a free consultation phone service, we will continue to move forward with many other projects
that benefit the entire city. With the usage of reusable bags by citizens for their shopping massive progress will be made towards reducing
costs and our burden on the environment.

Kameoka will greatly expand upon activities that aim towards making the Environmentally Advanced City a reality. We ask you all for your

understanding and cooperation.



