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Source : Kirari ¥ Kameoka Issue #677 (Sept 2019)

This summer, a giant Eco Bag was floating through the Kameoka
sky. The “Fly Bag Project” created for the “Kameoka KIRI Art
Cultivation” aims to eliminate plastic waste within the city. Through
this announcement, it is hoped that the popularity of the program will

spread outside to other areas of the country.

Increasing the CircCle of Approval E

In December of 2018, Kameoka’s City Government
along with the City Council announced their goal
to eliminate plastic waste witihn the city. Since the
" announcement, 10 different organizations have
declared their support and subsequently signed an
agreement to help drastically reduce the usage of
plastic bags along with other single-use plastics, while increasing the
usage of Eco Bags. In accordance with this agreement, starting on

August 20th all stores within the city implemented a fee on plastic bags.

FLY BAG, Connecting with the World @

On July 6th and 7th at JR Kameoka’s north exit, as an effort to expand
the “Zero Plastic Waste” announcement, “Kameoka A Fly Bag Project”
event was held where a giant “Eco Bag Paraglider” was flown over the
area. An event where the paraglider is cut into smaller Eco Bags for
personal use is scheduled for a later date. The image of the paraglider
flying in the sky and landing in Kameoka has become a new symbol for

the Eco Bag.

Environmentally Friendly City: Kameoka &7
Currently, many stores throughout the city are reducing their plastic
waste. Stores are implementing many unique alternatives such as
switching plastic packaging to paper, and selling their own original Eco
Bags. As well, at “Felice” general store in Kita Machi, an open discussion
between residents
was held with Eco
Bags and single-
use plastics being

the main topics.
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As excitement in grows Kameoka for the upcoming historical drama “The Kirin Comes”, an internet personality “Sengoku BB Vtuber 7822 b

VTuber Akechi Mitsuhide” , an Anime influenced image of the Shogun himself is born. To explain what a VTuber is: a VTuber is a virtual M v

character on websites such as Youtube that act just like any regular internet personality would.

On July 30th, “Mitsuhide’s city Kameoka” PR event began in Kameoka. “Kamoeoka is a city filled with beautiful sights to see and places
to discover!

We plan on displaying the uniqueness of a VTuber to our hearts content, and furthering my popularity throughout the whole world!”

Sengoku VTuber Akechi Mitsuhide exclaimed with a vigorous passion. Afterword, with the partnership of Kyoto Taxi, 2 taxis covered in

the image of this character were officially unveiled. From this point onwards, he will be supporting the city throughout and beyond this

PR event. Be on the lookout for these taxis throughout the city. A
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September 27th Takebishi Stadium Kyoto (Formerly: Nishikyogoku Athletic Stadium)

Leading up to their match with Gifu F.C., In Kyoto’s Ukyo ward, Kameoka City’s Ouen Day was held for the Kyoto Sanga F.C. As part of
the celebrations, there were free bus trips from Kameoka City Hall to the stadium. At the stadium, the first 10,000 people were given a
purple shirt covered with the Sanga logo. The stadium was filled with a bright purple; citizens were showing their support for the Kyoto
Sanga F.C. Before the match, Mayor Katsuragawa had a few words to say: ‘I hope that next year we'll be able to see them reach the J1
league alongside the completion of the Kyoto Stadium in Kameoka. Let's all cheer for them!” His strong words were met with cheering and
applause.

Outside of the venue, booths were set up selling Kameoka specialty products as well a booth promoting the upcoming historical drama (Kirin
ga Kuru); a way of displaying Kameoka’s charm.

Under the light rain, a burning match took place. A stunning 2-1 victory awaited Sanga, which brought the crowd to a roaring cheer.

It's a tough fight to get first place in the league, but Sanga is dead-set on achieving their goal. Let's amp up our support for them even
further!
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Niheo Suzhou!
Kameoka’s Middle Schoolers
Visit Friendship City!

Source : Kirari 5'r Kameoka #678 (Oct 2019)

A Journey of Learnhing and Exchange

The “Suzhou/Kameoka Study Exchange Program” was a program developed
to further the exchange between both cities, and to deepen the understanding
of foreign cultures for the participants through an international exchange
experience. During the springtime applications were sent in and interviews were
held. In the end, 10 students from Kameoka were chosen to take part in the
exchange. On August 20th at Kameoka City Hall's commencement ceremony
Mayor Katsuragawa had a few words of encouragement for the students. “Learn
a lot, and enjoy this exchange”. Although the students were
a little nervous, they felt that they were thoroughly ready
for the experience. Once they arrived in Suzhou, they were
immediately able to fully experience the culture. Visiting
culture rich place such as the Suzhou Museum, temples,
parks, as well as meeting their host families were just some

of the many things that the students were able to enjoy.

Suzhou Friends

On August 22nd the students visited Suzhou Caogiao Middle School. A
notable event in their schedule were their speeches about Kameoka, spoken in
Chinese. One-by-one each student spoke about topics from season events such
as: Hozugawa-kudari, Sagano Romantic Train, Cherry Blossoms, Fireworks, to
even Kameoka’s mascot “Akechi Kamemaru”. Each student practiced their very
hardest in order to present their topics, and all of their hard work payed off with
the Chinese students and teachers saying that they were quite moved by the
presentations. Afterword, as a way to experience Chinese culture, the students
from both cities did some ink painting together. While being taught
§ how to properly use the brushes, they painted flowers on fans. It
was an exchange of not only culture, but of smiles as well. Such a day
involved much more than just experiencing Chinese culture. Through
their presentations on wonders of Kameoka and Japanese culture, it

was a day were mutual cultural understanding was deepened.

Connecting with the Future

After returning home on September 7th, a ceremony was held welcoming
back the students and discussing their thoughts and what they had learned from
their exchange. The students had a lot to say regarding their experience. One
of the students said: “I was surprised to learn that in Suzhou almost everyone
pays through card instead of using cash”. Another student spoke about the
importance of the trip: “The reason why | applied for this exchange was because;
last year when | took part in “The tour to learn about “Peace” in Hiroshima”
| was able to experience the importance of learning about a place through
visiting it. Through my trip to Suzhou, | was able to learn about
individual connections and overcoming borders to help create
| those very connections”. Next year it is planned for middle
\ school students from Suzhou to come visit Kameoka. We hope

that these students who were/are part of this program will in

the future become a bridge of friendship for China and Japan.
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As part of the Tokyo 2020 Olympic and Paralympic Games’ Host Town project, the Austrian Karate Federation (AKF) visited Kameoka from August 29th
until September 3rd; Kameoka and Austria already have a close connection due to Kameoka and Knittlefeld being Sister Cities.
Their recent visit to Kameoka came right before the Karate 1 Premier League in Tokyo (September 6th-8th); part of the qualification period for the Tokyo
2020 Olympic and Paralympic Games. While they were in the city, the AKF stayed at Kameoka's prospecting residents and tourist oriented ‘Hanare'
Ninoumi Inn. They did the bulk of their training at Kameoka Sports Park Recreation Center, as well; they trained with Kyoto Sangyo University’s students
in Kyoto city.

They also were able to to wear yukatas during their welcome reception, rode down the Hozu River, and visited various temples and shrines. Having
kyushoku (provisional lunch) and speaking with the students of Hiedano elementary school was also a strong cultural exchange experience not only for
the AKF, but for the students as well. Although training could sometimes be quite rough, they were able to experience Japanese culture firsthand while

strengthening their bond with Kameoka.
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Kameoka: a city abundant with lovely nature, ever-changing beauty through the seasons, and
ancient festivals and traditions being carried out to this day. The book that conveys Kameoka’s

charm: “Kyoto-Kameoka Hidden gem” (english version) and “Kyoto + Kameoka Kurashi to Tokoro”

(Japanese version) have finally been completed. With “a bountiful lifestyle” as its main theme “Hidden Gem” displays the charm of Kameoka going
through yearly events month-by-month. The book covers a wide range of topics varying from: walking routes, experiences, places to stay, specialty
products/crops, famous historical peoples, to even symbols within the city. As a way to help imbed a sense of identity and deepen their love for their
city, a copy of the Japanese version of the book was given to each class in every Elementary, Junior High and Compulsory Education School in Kameoka.
As well; one copy of the English version was also given to each one these schools. The English version of the book was created in order for foreigners to
gain a deeper insight into the history and culture of Kameoka.

The book is currently being sold in bookstores, JR Kameoka Station’s “Kamemaru Mart” (2nd floor inside the station), in the “Kyoto in the Forests”
online shop as well as thoughout various other tourist destinations ( ¥ 1800+tax). If you are interested in learning about the marvels of Kameoka, please

pick up a copy.



