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Source :  Kirari v¥ Kameoka Issue 638 (June 2016)

The forests in the area we live in, being full of animal and
plant food sources, wood that serve as fuel and materials and
blessed with a natural water source essential to agriculture,
has always supported the people’s way of life and culture. It is
the reason why Japanese culture is referred to as the “Culture
of the Forest,” and the “Culture of the Trees.” About 80% of
the total land area of the 6 towns and cities (Kameoka city,
Nantan city, Kyotamba town, Fukuchiyama city, Ayabe city and
Keihoku, Ukyo Ward of Kyoto City) in the central region of
Kyoto prefecture is forested. In that respect, the region is truly
blessed with a wealth of forests.

In the “Forest of Kyoto” area, by making use of the resources
of forests, villages and rivers, local food that has supported
the region’s age-old reputation as the Kitchen of Kyoto as well
as sport facilities, eco-tourism, sports tourism and community
exchange events will be organized via the “The Forest of Kyoto
Fair(s)” throughout the year from April 1st onwards.
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In Kameoka city, aside from holding the “40th National
Arboriculture Festival Commemorative Event : 2016 Hana to
Midori (Flower & Greenery) Festival” on April 16th and 17th,
the “44th Kameoka Mitsuhide Festival” on May 3rd, and the
“Forest of Kyoto Fair x mer ¥¢ girls Fes,” plans for various
events that aim to project and convey Kameoka’s appeal
are also in the works. Furthermore, as the main event, an
“International Forestry Symposium,” will be held at Galleria
Kameoka on October 8th, as an affiliated event of the “40th
National Arboriculture Festival.”
abroad, we aim to understand and appreciate the cultural value
of forests together as well as spread its appeal domestically and
internationally.

We invite you to participate in “The Forest of Kyoto Fair(s)”
and experience the various appeals of these rich forests,
understand the draw of Kameoka as a homey town, and interact

Welcoming guests from

with many people.

Taklng Precaution on the Off Chance of an Emergency
\
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Source :  Kirari ¥r Kameoka Issue 636 (April 2016)

In order to develop a rapid response in the case of nuclear
disaster, and to increase the safety and reduce the anxiety of
local citizens, the city of Kameoka has recently purchased stable
iodine tablets in amounts sufficient to meet the needs of all
citizens, and stockpiled them at Kameoka Municipal Hospital.

The ingestion of stable iodine tablets will serve as protection
against radiation exposure to the thyroid gland and they
must be stored in a dark place that is not high in temperature
and humidity. This time, stable iodine tablets for the resident
population of about 93,000 people (173,000 potassium iodide
pills & powdered potassium iodide 75g) have been stored
at Kameoka Municipal Hospital, a well-equipped healthcare
environment.

The city of Kameoka is located within a 50km radius of the
Kansai Electric Power Co.'s Takahama Power Plant. As the city
does not fall within the 30km Urgent Protective Action Planning
Zone (UPZ) designated by the national Nuclear Regulation
Authority, there is no scheduled distribution of stable iodine
tablets from Kyoto prefecture to Kameoka city. However, just on
the off chance that rapid response is required in the case of a
nuclear disaster, the city of Kameoka has personally purchased
the tablets as part of our emergency stockpile. Kameoka is
the first municipal body within the prefecture, outside of the
designated 30km radius to do so.
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With regards to the distribution method, each neighborhood
community association will distribute the pills as deemed
necessary with priority given to the younger age group in
nurseries, day care centers, elementary and middle schools,
in the case of a nuclear disaster where evacuation orders or
instructions to take stable iodine tablets are passed down to
each municipality. As such, in the future, detailed distribution
plans will be consolidated and laid out in consultation with
relevant organizations.
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~ Class on Environmental-friendly Automobiles ~
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Source :  Kirari ¥r Kameoka Issue 637 (May 2016)

On March 26th, a “Class on Environmental-friendly
Automobiles” was held at the Children’s Environmental
Exploration Village (Miyazaki-cho). The goal of this class was
to learn how automobiles, a daily necessity in our lives, impact
the global environment and the kind of measures taken by the
automobile industry to tackle such environmental issues.

Representatives from the Toyota Motor Corporation’s Kyoto
office were welcomed as instructors and they conducted a
lecture and hands-on learning activities. During the lecture,
participants learned about (1) the connection between daily
carbon dioxide emission and global warming, (2) counter-
measures taken by the automobile industry to protect the
environment in the form of increased usage of hybrid engines
and the development of fuel cell vehicles that run on hydrogen
etc.

Next was an actual test-ride of the latest fuel cell vehicle.
Fuel cell vehicles are automobiles that run on a fuel cell
engine where the chemical reaction between hydrogen and
oxygen in the surrounding air generate electricity to power
the motor. It does not emit any carbon dioxide at all. The only
emission product when it is being run is water. Both parents
and children were surprised at the lack of exhaust fumes and
at how quiet and comfortable the test ride was. They expressed
great interest in this newest environmental burden reduction
technology when they keenly observed the emission process of
the parked vehicle.

The city of Kameoka will continue to position itself policy-
wise to create opportunities to think about the global
environment and for the sake of the future, plans to expand
projects to be undertaken together with everyone.
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Mountains! Rivers! Rice Fields!
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To really experience all of Kameoka" s
rich nature, going by bicycle is the best
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Kirari #<Kameoka Issue 639 (July 2016)

A New Way to Tour Around - "By Bicycle "

On March 2016, the introduction of a rental bicycle project
was proposed as a way to explore attractive local sightseeing
spots as part of “The Forest of Kyoto + Kameoka Style (Master
Plan)” decided upon at “The Forest of Kyoto * Practitioners in
Kameoka Meeting” that composed of tourism operators, local

Sourcet:

neighborhood association and the city of Kameoka.

Beginning with the Kameoka City Tourism Association,
tourism operators and the city of Kameoka worked in
cooperation with one another and embarked on the “Kamemaru
Tourism Rental Bicycle” project: a project that allows a leisure
exploration of the city as you feel the winds of the seasons on
your cheek.

Immensely Convenient! “Kamemaru Tourism Rental Bicycle”

Bicycle rental locations are as follows: bicycle parking lots
at the 4 JR train stations within the city (Umahori, Kameoka,
Namikawa, Chiyokawa), Oi-cho Association (drop off only),
Rental Bicycle Kameoka Torokko Station Shop. Aside from the
standard bicycles, electric bicycles that allow you to easily
climb slopes are also available for rent.

With these 6 locations, you can easily drop them off almost
anywhere.

Introducing a Nature & History Experience Model Coursel

Departing from Torokko Kameoka Station and towards the
scenic rural landscape of the Kawahigashi area, you can find
the fastest route in Japan to visit all Seven Lucky Gods of the
Tamba region, the Atago Shrine, the Izumo Daijingu Shrine,
as well as many other temples and shrines like the Tamba
Kokubunji Temple. Furthermore, there is the Hiranosawa Ike
Pond, the only location in Kyoto Prefecture where the prickly
water lily grows naturally; and Nagomi no Sato Asahi, a local
market where you can shop and choose from a great selection
of fresh, luscious vegetables.

By all means, please also feel free to invite families, friends
and those from outside the city to come and explore Kameoka.

There are also many other model courses available aside
from this course. These maps are available at the JR Kameoka
Station Tourism Information Center & 22-0691 and at the
Tourism Promotion Section on the 3rd floor of the city hall &
25-5034 so please direct all inquires to either location.




