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The Hokuriku Shinkansen (Hokuriku Region Bullet Train) is an important 
national project that invigorates the country and promotes regional 
revitalization. With regards to the tentative route westward of Tsuruga City, 
Fukui Prefecture, Kameoka city, Nantan city, Kyōtamba Town have banded 
together to work towards the realization of an “Obama route” that passes 
through our city from Obama City, Fukui Prefecture.
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In 1972 (Showa 47), the basic plan for the Hokuriku Shinkansen, an express railway line that is part of the plan to connect the Tokyo metropolitan 
region and the Kinki region via the Joshin-etsu・Hokuriku area, came into effect. Not only does it serve as an alternative to the Tokaido 
Shinkansen, it holds great promise as the formation of such a high-speed transportation network will help contribute to the development of the 
areas along the railway network.
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Service between Tokyo and Kanazawa officially opened on March 2015 (Heisei 27) and service between Kanazawa and Tsuruga is scheduled to 

open on the fiscal year of 2022 (Heisei 34). With regards to the route westward of Tsuruga, the areas around Obama city were identified as 
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important points of passage in the country in 1973 (Showa 48) and a development plan for a route ending in Osaka, the “Obama Route,” was 
put into place. In August of the same year, Kameoka city, along with Nantan city and Kyotamba town (At that time, this refers to the 1 city and 8 
towns of Kameoka city, Funai District, and the now defunct Kitakuwada District), established the “Hokuriku Shinkansen Kuchi-tamba* Construction 
Promotion Committee” which ever since, developed long-term activities to promote the early realization of the Hokuriku Shinkansen.

*Kuchi-tamba: Refers to cities, districts and towns located at the ‘entrance’ of the Tamba region.
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     The Opening of the Construction Promotion Grand Rally
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However, many other routes aside from the “Obama Route” have been put on the table recently. In addition to the “Kosei Route” stretching from 
Tsuruga to Otsu and the “Maibara Route” that ends in Maibara, a route from Obama to Kyoto, a route from Obama to Maizuru, through Kyoto 
and ending in Kansai International Airport have been proposed respectively and are being considered. Amongst all this, the “Obama Route” is the 
only official route outlined in the country’s development plans and as per the general consensus of the Kuchi-tamba region including our city, 
there is a need to strongly appeal for the actualization of this route. Therefore, on February 11th, the “2016 Hokuriku Shinkansen Obama Route: 
Construction Promotion Grand Rally” (Organized by the Hokuriku Shinkansen Kuchi-tamba Construction Promotion Committee〈Kyoto Tamba 
Core Transportation Infrastructure Committee〉) was held at the Galleria Kameoka. Numbering at about 1000 people, officials and citizens from 
our city, Kyotamba town, Kyoto prefecture and Obama city gathered under one roof to work towards the realization of the construction of the 
“Shin-Kyoto Station (tentative name),” to outfit the aforementioned route in the Tamba region.
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In the first part of the rally, Professor Hatoko Masatoshi from Osaka Sangyo University’s Department of Engineering made a keynote speech 
based on the theme of “Shinkansen and Town Development.” He said, “The construction of the Shinkansen itself will serve as a powerful social 
infrastructure that would contribute to human interaction and industrial development. The fact that it will serve to deepen regional ties, put local 
funds to practical use, and raise each city’s profile is also important.” By doing so, he emphasized how the construction of the Shinkansen will lead 
to the rapid development of the areas along the railway network.
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During the second part of the rally, from a crisis management standpoint, Mayor Katsuragawa, and also Chairman of the Committee, pointed out 
the necessity of the “Obama Route” as an alternative route to the Tokaido Shinkansen in the event of a disaster. In addition, he also gave a powerful 
greeting speech where he said, “In order to pave the way for a bright future, I will do my utmost to convey and deliver everyone’s hopes and 
passion that have been the driving force of the activities undertaken by the Kuchi-tamba region.” Continuing on, after the “Appeal from the Kyoto-
Tamba region” session, the “Resolution on the Promotion of the Construction of the Hokuriku Shinkansen, 
Obama Route” was adopted as the general consensus of the rally. Following that, a strong appeal to the 
government and relevant authorities for the execution of the construction of the “Obama Route,” as outlined 
in the original development plan, was made.
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As the rally reached its climax, all participants raised their voices in unison as they gave 3 loud cheers of 
“Ganbaro (Let’s do our best)!” The desires and hopes of everyone from areas along the railway network 
resounded through the convention hall. With a new strengthened sense of resolve, everyone was 
determined to make this 40-year dream a reality.


