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As of September 2013, 10 elementary and nursery schools in 
Kameoka carried out “International Safe School” activities with the 
aim of creating a safe and secure schooling environment that met 
international standards. Upon review by the International Certifica-
tion Examiner from WHO (World Health Organization) Collaborating 
Centre in July 2015, these schools were officially awarded interna-
tional certification in a designation ceremony held on October 3rd. 
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An International Safe School(ISS) is a Safe Community (SC) school or 
nursery constructed based on the philosophy that “the greatest form 
of welfare lies in safety and a peace of mind.” It refers to a school that 
promotes activities that help children cultivate awareness towards safety, 
deepen the bonds between children, the community and their guardians, 
and support the creation of a safe and secure schooling environment. 
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This time, 10 sites consisting of public school, Sogabe 
Elementary School, 8 public nursery schools (Honme, Higashi-
Honme, Kawahigashi, Chūbu, Tōbu, Dairoku, Betsuin, Hozu) 
and Kameoka Ayumi Nursery School, acquired ISS certifica-
tion. Not only is the certification of nursery schools a first in 
the country, the simultaneous certification of 10 schools and 
nursery from one municipality is a brilliant achievement as  it 
is an unprecedented case in the world. To commemorate these 
certifications, a designation ceremony for Sogabe Elementary 
School was held in the school’s gymnasium. As for the certified 
nursery schools, a joint designation ceremony and a sympo-
sium introducing activities undertaken towards certification, 
were held in the Galleria Kameoka.
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The signing of the certification agreement and the conferment 
of the commemorative plaque and flag took place during the 
ceremony. In addition, Safe School International Certification 
Examiner, Professor Lu Pai (Taiwan) commented, “We are happy to 
welcome these schools as new members of the ISS world network. 
Let’s continue to work hard together!”
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At the symposium, the Japan Safe Community Promotion 
Organization (General Incorporated Association) presented Mayor 
Kuriyama with a “Safe Community Lifetime Achievement Award” 
for his achievements as a pioneer of Safe Community, and for plac-
ing the creation of a safe and secure environment as the founda-
tion of town development during his long tenure as mayor. In his 
acceptance speech, Mayor Kuriyama held, “This award is not for me 
alone. It is an award for all the citizens who assisted and worked 
together towards the development of a safe and secure city.”
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The city of Kameoka, as befitting of its designation as a safe 
community and as a recipient of international school certifications, 
will in cooperation with its citizens, continue to pull out all the 

stops when it comes to safety and security measures.
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On November 21st, 5 shopping districts around Kameoka 
station (Kameoka Station Shopping District Promotion Asso-
ciation, Seiyu Kameoka Tenant Association, AEON Kameoka 
Business Association, Kita-machi Shopping District, Knittelfeld 
Shopping District) jointly opened the “100 Yen Shopping  Dis-
trict: In Commemoration of the 60th Anniversary of the city of 
Kameoka”, the first of its kind in Kameoka. The “100 Yen Shop-
ping District” is a project initiative where participating stores 
produce “100 yen goods” using their own ideas and ingenuity 
and put them up for sale. By doing so, they acquire new cus-
tomers and help bring in new crowds. This project initiative 
started out 10 years ago in Shinjo city, Yamagata prefecture 
and has now expanded to the whole of Japan.
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In addition, as of October 31st, “Machi-val: In Commemoration 
of the 60th Anniversary of the city of Kameoka,” an initiative 
where people toured around and tried out various foods and 
drinks at participating restaurants, was opened in 3 locations 
within the city (Areas around Japan Railway Namikawa Station 
and Umahori Station, Al Plaza Kameoka Branch). With regards 
to the significance of this project, Mr. Tsugutomo, Chairman 
of Kameoka Shopping District Federation (organizer of Machi-
val) spoke out enthusiastically, “When each store in the region 
come together to work towards a common goal, the vitaliza-
tion of the town as a whole will be achieved.”
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