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Mayor Masataka Kuriyama, who led Kameoka for 12 years (3

terms) and set “the building of a city that is safe, secure and brings
happiness to all” as the goal of his municipal administration, will
retire as his term of office comes to an end on November 8th.
In this issue, we will look back on the achievements of Mayor
Kuriyama's administration and convey Mayor Kuriyama’s hopes

for Kameoka's future.
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— R & RO L. BHEDEE— Looking back on the past 12 years

—What were your thoughts when you were first elected as Mayor? How about now?—
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I was born and raised in Kameoka. 12 years ago, wanting to contribute in some form to my beloved hometown and to work towards

the realization of a better Kameoka, I ran for mayor. Following that line of thought, I gave my all towards the development of Kameoka
but issues that needed to be resolved and projects to be carried out were never ending. However, I now feel that the overcoming and

accumulation of issues and projects one at a time, and to work ceaselessly to that end, is what town development is all about.
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—How have municipal policies contributed to town development over the past 12 years?—
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From the time I was elected as mayor, [ consistently held the idea of “the greatest form of welfare lies in safety and a peace of mind,” to be
the first priority of policy-making and headed the municipal administration in that direction. This first resulted in Kameoka being the first
in Japan to be certified as a “WHO Safe Community” in 2008 (Heisei 20), to re-certification in 2013 (Heisei 25), and as of this fiscal year,
to the International Safe School (ISS) certifications of select local schools. However, these accomplishments do not necessarily signify that
the philosophy of safe community has been realized. Subsequent efforts that promote continuity and improvement are important.
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It is my belief that a safe and secure environment is of paramount importance for the contentment of all citizens. As such, I have always

placed “safety and security” as the foundation for all measures.
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—How has the city of Kameoka changed over the past 12 years?—
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I think the city of Kameoka has steadily improved as a whole with change, both soft and hard, over the years. As time goes by, people
in general tend to think and take for granted that things “became better” as they were things that “were already that way or part of an
obvious course of development.” On the other hand, this sort of thinking serves as a new challenge to be tackled. Solving this issue will

pave the way for a mindset conducive for improved town development.
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Kameoka is now populated by about 91,000 people, much more than the population of some 38,000 people at the time of the

D

city’s inauguration 60 years ago. Moving with the times, new values, brought into the city by people who moved in from outside the city,
combined with traditions from antiquity, gave shape to the current Kameoka and will be inherited by the next generation. I especially
think so whenever I observe activities in the community and festivals held around town.
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Hopes Entrusted to the Future
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—What do you think the future of Kameoka should look like?—
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Even though Kameoka is adjacent to the Keihanshin area (Kyoto-Osaka-Kobe area), it is rich in nature and has a rustic, hometown appeal.
Improvements in transportation access led to increased convenience and a bustling town thereby paving the development of the city
as an exchange hub. However, even in the midst of such changes, one important thing that has been and must be kept is the nature
and landscape of our hometown. It is important to realize goals for town development and implement initiatives, in line with the 4th
Comprehensive Development Plan of Kameoka City “Dream Vision,” while bearing this in mind. It is necessary to ensure a good balance is

struck such that measures that promote urbanization can co-exist with those that aim to preserve the city's wonderful, natural appeal.
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—TFinally, do you have a message to pass on to the citizens?—
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True town development cannot be accomplished by the government alone. The development of Kameoka has been carried out thus far due
to citizen cooperation, participation and collaboration. I look forward to a future where both government and citizens work hand in hand,

where Kameoka continues to be a city that brings happiness and develop as a city full of charm.
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Last but not least, I would like to extend my deepest gratitude to everyone for their warm support. It is thanks to everyone that I have

been able to serve as mayor for 12 years (3 terms). Once again, thank you all very much.




