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The Kameoka Festival shows
the people of Hokomachi.
eight of the festive floats are
\ wooden wheels and turning
effort to preserve traditiona

well as new traditions.
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10H 8 H Uk < LEX ) ﬁ Oct. 8th (Wed) Festive Float Order Ceremony

10H 12 H (D /A\f%ﬁj;'é%w%éi HLD {? b)‘? i Oct. 12th (Sun) Fitting of the wooden wheels of the Hachimanyama ..l = X
10H20H (H) ~22 El (7 ) %%ﬁh‘g*) Oct. 20th (Mon) - 22th (Wed) Decorating the venuesg li
et - sl - =kl - Pl - il - sl (Nambayama, Urashimayama, Miwayama, Takeuchiyama, Kuwayama) i
xﬂa«l’aﬁmt& Lickh E}’C %md%%% DET, 3% Some floats may not be available at certain times.

10 H23H (K) “ % M (f@i“( &é” ?JW)) Oct. 23rd (Thu) Yoiyoi Yama (pulling of floats starts)

10H 24 H (%) %M Oct. 24th (Fri) Yoimiya Festival eve

10H25H (£) ‘%ﬁ%zg F il&fhﬁﬁ%ﬁ Oct. 25th (Sat) Festival (Yamahoko floats parade)
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Kameoka Festival has a long history
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Kameoka Festival is the large festival event in autumn to worship the god who created the abundant Tamba across
the Hozukyo valley. It is said that the beginning goes back to the Muromachi Period. The festival stopped temporary
during the Sengoku Period but recovered again during the Edo Period due to the power of the town leaders. After,
the floats where displayed and areas decorated without the parading of the floats. However after 1983 the repair and

recovery of the floats at each festival town allowed the festival to be what it is now.
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Float's wooden wheels and rotation axis have been restored
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The festival floats of the Kameoka Festival has been maintained and coordinated by the Kameoka Festival Float
Association. Due to deterioration of the floats frame a platform cart has been attached to the floats.

The platform carts itself has started to get old and making squeaky noises. There have been voices to restore the
floats and from 2011 improvements have been made to the wooden wheels. "Full scale Kameoka Festival" (removal
of the platform carts and replacing with wooden wheels) has completed this year and all floats will all run on wooden

wheels.

In addition to the wooden wheels the rotating axis has also been renewed. To move around the castle town's narrow
streets a pole is used to lift up the wheels. One of the characteristics of the Kameoka Festival's floats is that the float
can turn 360 degrees. A high level of skill and technique is needed to make this revolution axis and tells the long

history of craft and skills.
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Inheriting festival float tradition
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The festival orchestra, parade order ceremony etc have been handed down from generation to generation and has
been inherited together with the times. The hand bells, drums and flute used to be only played by the towns boys but
due to the declining birth rate girls and children from other towns are allowed to participate and dress in kimono
with one's family's crest making the festival more lively. Many voluteers including Kyoto Gakuen University students

and foreign exchange students were involved in the festival. Many watched, enjoyed and loved the festival.

Also, the colourful fabric used to decorate the Yamahoko floats and the god figures have been restored. Efforts to
inherit the traditional culture has been promoted and the former Yamahoko float's appearance has returned. This is

the Kameoka Festival to be passed onto the future.




